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One of the great longings of a disciple of Jesus Christ is to experience true joy and 

to hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant, . . . enter into the joy of your 

Lord” (Matthew 25:21).  Understanding and living out God’s will for our lives 

requires the combination of God’s grace and our obedience as we live out our sal-

vation (Philippians 2:12-13).  

 

To help us become fully devoted followers of Christ,  LCC has identified five key 

decisions that are made throughout life in ever increasing depth.  These decisions 

are based upon the “Great Command”  

• to love God with our whole heart, soul, mind and strength  

• to love others as ourselves (Mark 12:30-31);  

• the “Great Commission” to make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:18-

20); and  

• LCC’s mission to “reach, teach and send.”   

 

Just like growth in a marriage does not end with “I do,” the five decisions and 

their action steps deepen over a lifetime.  You will find, along with each decision, 

some suggested next steps that you can take as you grow in spiritual maturity.  

This brochure begins with a description of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus 

Christ.  It then briefly describes the five decisions of a disciple and provides some 

suggested next steps for acting on those decisions.  Ask God to lead you to take 

these steps one at a time and trust Him to help you take that step as you prepare 

for the rest of your journey.    
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A disciple is a person who follows Jesus Christ (Matthew 4:19).  This person is 
passionate about growing in knowing God, in becoming more like Jesus, and 
in serving those around them out of love. 
 

The Disciple's Identity:   
 

"A disciple is someone who follows Jesus Christ” and who learns by fol-
lowing.  True discipleship is found only in devotion to Jesus Christ.  The 
word devoted means set apart, wholly given over and dedicated for a par-
ticular use.   

 
When asked what is the most important commandment, Jesus replied, 
"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: Love 
your neighbor as yourself.  There is no commandment greater than 
these" (Mark 12:30-31).  A disciple is fully committed to understanding 
and living out love for God and their neighbor.  

 
The Disciple's Journey:   
 

The journey of a disciple is one of continuous growth.  It begins with 
understanding and firmly believing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Disciples 
then grow in knowledge (the mind of Christ), character (the heart of 
Christ), and service (the hands of Christ).  This growth should not stop 
until our final breath. The more growth a disciple experiences, the more 
aware they become of how much more growth is needed.  As we grow in 
our knowledge of God's perfect holiness, justice, and righteousness, we 
become more aware of our own imperfections.  

 
• Knowing God.   
 There are two ways we must "know" God.  The first is to know about 

Him.  As we learn about His nature, character, and His truth we are 
able to know right from wrong and to understand His will.  The sec-
ond is to know Him personally.  He shows His love for us, demon-
strated on the cross.  He allows us to call Him Father and friend.  He 
commands us to love Him with all of our being.  Our knowing God 
must go beyond head-knowledge and reach the heart, transforming us 
and making us more like Him. 

• Becoming Like Jesus.   
 
 Disciples are reborn and transformed into the likeness of Christ.  Jesus 

modeled for us the life of a disciple.  He called His disciples 
"witnesses" which means “martyrs.”  Disciples are dying to selfish pur-
poses and living for Christ’s purposes.  Others should see in us the love 
and characteristics of Jesus Christ.  Many of the qualities of Christ-like 
character are seen in the "fruit of the Spirit:" love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control (Galatians 
5:22-26).  

 
• Serving out of Love.   
 Jesus teaches that greatness in discipleship is measured in loving service 

(Mark 10:43-45).  The higher we rise in discipleship, the lower we are 
willing to stoop in service!  The disciple's life may be described as one 
of ongoing service to others. This reflects God’s glory and builds up 
other people.  God has given to each of His disciples "spiritual gifts" to 
be used in service.   

 
 By making lifelong, deepening decisions to be a true disciple (knowing 
God, becoming more and more like Jesus, serving others, and sharing the 
truth of the gospel) we can experience deep joy and know real meaning in 
life.  Each year we should know God, reflect Christ and serve others more 
fully than we did the year before.  With His help, we pray that you will 
decide . . .  
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The decision to be a disciple of Jesus Christ starts with: 

Repentance, belief, and commitment. 

To begin the journey of a disciple, we must make 
an initial decision to understand and accept the 
good news of the Gospel.  By recognizing our sin, turning away from it 
(repenting),  believing that Jesus died on the cross in our place, that He 
rose from the dead, and by making Him our Lord, we start down the path  
(Romans 10:9).  This begins our journey as a disciple but is just a first 
step. 

 
As we continue the journey, we need to seek God’s help in: 

An ongoing process of becoming more like Jesus. 

God offers us the opportunity to “become conformed to the image of His 
Son” (Romans 8:29). He wants us to develop the mind of Christ in our 
knowledge and understanding of truth.  He wants us to develop the heart 
of Christ so that our character is self-less rather than self-centered.  He 
wants us to develop the hands of Christ so that our service is consistent, 
fruitful, and in the center of His will.  

 
As we become more like Jesus, we recognize the need:  

To fully surrender to His will.  

As disciples mature, they recognize the need to fully surrender to His will 
(Luke 9:23).  To truly obey the great command to love Him with all of 
our heart, soul, mind and strength, we must daily submit ourselves to His 
leadership (Lordship) in all aspects of our lives (Romans 12:1).   

To Be a  

Disciple 
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~ Reflect 

• Carefully consider the “ABC’s of the basic Gospel” (included at the 
end of this booklet) and make sure that you have fully made the 
first step of the journey. 

• Think about the “Description of a Disciple” (in the beginning 
pages of this booklet).  Evaluate ways you are like Jesus (or not) in 
your knowledge, character, and service. 

• Meditate on the Great Command to love God with your whole 
heart, soul, mind, and strength.  List ways that you consistently 
obey His command. 

~ Act 

• Commit yourself to being a fully devoted disciple and share your 
decision with a Pastor or Elder. 

• From your reflections take the next step in becoming more like 
Jesus. 

• Commit to fully surrender your will to Him. 

4I MNL?HANB?H OM @IL NB? DIOLH?Sm Q? >?=C>? o o o  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



$%#)3)/. Vn   
 
The word “disciple” means “follower,” “learner,” or 
“apprentice.”  As the word implies, disciples need to be 
disciplined and practice becoming more like Jesus.   
 
Some of the most important disciplines are:  

Daily Bible study and prayer. 

God’s Word provides us with the spiritual food we need to grow and 
thrive (Matthew 4:4, Colossians 3:16).  We respond to His Word through 
worship, confessing our sin, gratitude, serving and  prayerfully asking for 
help in prayer (Colossians 4:2).  Prayer brings us directly into the presence 
of God. 
 

There are several other spiritual disciplines that can help us to grow and become 
more fruitful.  Disciples commit to:  

Grow, as God leads, in the practice of other disciplines. 

Examples of other disciplines include worship, fellowship, stewardship, 
fasting, meditation, simplicity, and solitude.  These rich, but often 
neglected, disciplines can be life changing. 

 
God provides spiritual disciplines as pathways:  

To receive His transforming grace. 

God’s grace is His power that helps us to become more like Jesus and 
become able to overcome temptation, self-centeredness, and pride 
(Romans 6).  We must be careful to avoid the trap of letting the disciplines 
become “stale habits” performed for their own sake.  God’s purpose in 
having us practice the disciplines is to know Him and become like Him 
(Philippians 2:8-13). 

 

To Practice 

Spiritual 

Disciplines 
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~ Reflect 

• Evaluate your practice of daily Bible study and prayer. 

• Learn about some of the other disciplines. 

• Consider how the disciplines have made you more like Jesus. 

 

~ Act 

• Begin meaningful daily Bible study and prayer. 

• Practice one of the other disciplines for a time. 

• Ask God for grace to become more like Him. 
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~ Reflect 

• Evaluate how your relationships with others in the body of Christ 
are helping you and others to grow. 

• Do a topical study on the “one-anothers” in the Bible. 

• Study John 17 and Ephesians 4 and seek to understand God’s will 
for your relationships with other disciples.   

 

~ Act 

• Join a small group. 

• Practice one of the “one-anothers” each day for a week. 

• Ask God to show you one way you can consistently contribute to 
the unity of the church. 
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God wants us to grow in our faith, not just as 
individuals, but also in community with those that 
share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
Disciples decide to:  

Grow with others who can encourage, assess and provide support and 
accountability. 

Just as in the early church, we need both the Word of God and other 
Christians to help us recognize sin, reinforce our strengths and stay on 
track (Acts 2:42-47).   

 
We also need to grow together in unity.  Jesus made it clear that our 
effectiveness in making disciples under the Great Commission is 
dependent upon our unity (John 17:20-26).  Jesus commands us  
to love one another and said that the world will know that we are  
His disciples when they see the love of Christ for others in and through us 
(John 13:35).    

 
Disciples need to:  

Grow in unity by practicing the “one-anothers.” 

We are instructed to love one another, accept, greet, teach, serve, correct, 
and encourage one another (e.g., Romans 12-16,  
Colossians 3, Ephesians 4).  We are not meant to be alone in life  
or in ministry.  God has designed the “body of Christ” to work together to 
accomplish more than we ever could by ourselves  
(1 Corinthians 12:12-30).    
 

Disciples should:  

Seek out opportunities to mentor others and be mentored. 

Mentoring provides opportunities for deeper communication and 
accountability that can help us all make greater progress. 

To Grow,  

Together 
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In his letter to the Philippians, Paul explained that 
serving others is part of the nature of Jesus (Philippians 
2:3-7).  For a disciple, serving is an attitude and a 
lifestyle rather than an event or duty.  God’s Word says 
that every disciple is given at least one spiritual gift that 
is meant to be shared for the good of the kingdom of God   
(1 Corinthians 12:7-11).   
 
Disciples need to: 

Recognize and understand their spiritual gifts. 

To be good stewards (managers) of the specific gifts God provides, we 
need to put them into practice (James 1:22).  Often, disciples are passive in 
this part of their spiritual lives.   
 

In contrast, disciples should:  

Seek out opportunities to serve in ways that fit their spiritual gifts. 

The impact of the church upon the world could be increased dramatically 
if each disciple of Christ served in the ways that God specifically intends.  
One of the ways that God defines greatness is to have the heart of a 
humble servant (Mark 10:43-45).  This is the opposite of our tendency to 
want to be served, and it reminds us of our need for God’s grace.   

 
Disciples need to:  

Serve with all of our heart. 

Just as Jesus multiplied the fish and loaves to feed a multitude, He can 
multiply our efforts to build His kingdom.  
 
In the same way that God commands us to love Him with all of our heart, 
soul, mind and strength, He intends that we serve in the same way.  
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, 
not for men” (Colossians 3:23).     

To  

Serve 
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~ Reflect 

• Through a book, class, or guidance from a spiritual advisor, 
prayerfully consider and identify the spiritual gifts that God has 
given to you to serve others.  Ask trusted believers what gifts they 
observe in you. 

• Consider how you can use your gift(s) to meet a ministry need and 
volunteer. 

• Consider ways to develop excellence in the practice of your gift(s). 

 

~ Act  

• Be bold - take a step and volunteer to serve.  

• Find an entirely new way you can serve God and others and try it. 

• Practice excellence in your ministry. Don’t just survive… thrive! 
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The last command given by Jesus before His 
ascension into heaven was to go into all the world 
and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19).  
We are to live out this Great Commission in ever 
increasing circles, starting in our homes, 
neighborhoods, workplaces, region, country, and to 
the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).  To be effective in reaching out to the world, 
we need to know how to explain and defend our faith to those around us  
(1 Peter 3:15).   
 
Disciples need to:  

Develop the ability to consistently and accurately share the good news 
of the Gospel. 

For a variety of cultural, spiritual, and personal reasons, effectively sharing 
our faith is difficult for many disciples.  To overcome our hesitancy and 
fears, we need to develop the same compassion for the lost that is shown in 
the heart of God (Matthew 9:35-38).  When we respond to the Great 
Command to love God and love people as He has loved us, compassion is 
the natural result.   
 

Disciples need to:  

Develop compassionate relationships with those around us and create 
opportunities to share our faith. 

People don't care how much you know until they know how much you 
care. Intentionally form relationships with people around you. Get to 
know them and build bridges of friendship.  

 
Disciples need to:  

Disciple others as they grow in their new life. 

When God works through us to bring a person from death to life, we need 
to help them get off to a good start and grow in their faith.  Individually 
and with the church, we need to provide opportunities for these new 
disciples to make these same five decisions in their own lives.   

To Share 

My  

Faith 
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~ Reflect 

• Recall the steps that led to your conversion/decision. 

• Identify five people you know who need the Gospel.   

• Study, pray over, and memorize the Scriptures that describe the 
“Basic Gospel” in the back of this brochure.  Be ready to share the 
facts (1, 2, 3) and the needed response (A, B, C). 

~ Act 

• Write out your testimony.  Develop a way that you can share the 
main points of your testimony with someone in just a few minutes 
(your life before Christ, how you came to commit to Him and your 
life since your conversion). 

• Pray daily for a month for five people who need Christ and seek 
opportunities to share your faith with them. 

• Seek out an opportunity to mentor or be mentored. 
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The Facts: 

1. GOD IS ALIVE AND WELL. "For by him all things were created; 
things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible"  (Colossians 
1:16). 

2. ALL PEOPLE HAVE A BIG PROBLEM. "For all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God." (Romans 3:23) "...the wages of sin is 
death" (Romans 6:23). 

3. GOD HAS A SOLUTION. "For God so loved the world that he gave 
his one and only son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life" (John 3:16). 

 

The Effective Response (A, B, C) 

A. ADMIT YOUR NEED. "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness"   (I John 1:9). 

B. BELIEVE. "That if you confess with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved (Romans 10:9). 

C. COMMIT. "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength" (Mark 12:30). 
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